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Lahou En-lad pases wiity New Cviians pewrmon o (leli] o Taifies

What do you da when you find yourself

Face to face with Chou Ei-fai?

By Phil Johnson

Wall, you saallow hard. And Iy o
lhink fast. Bul mosily, you jgsl stane.
There he was when wa bunst infe o
raom in Peking, China—Chou En-|ad,
Pramier af more than 750,000,000 Chi-
nie=e. He's g fitlle guy, slight and ram-
rod siralght. bl with tha piercing oyes
and cold mask ol absclule astharily
I-'|:-IJ"Z| gean lhquzands al limes an igle-
vision amd 0 magazings and  news-
papers, And e was sianng &6l us.

Wao tied 1o apoiogize. 1o beg his
pardan: Me=t ol all, wa iried ta kawe,
But hie cut alf aur escape.

Hle walknd briskly 1o where we siood,
stapping sharl direcily in fronl ol ws.
Than ihat hard mask broke inte a sem-
blance ol a smila, He sluck out hig
hand. #And in parest English, he zaid
“Ahhh, ihe press. Welcome, Wa're sn

happy 12 have your here,”

And we shoox hands. And | snag
somathing, | think, sbow being hapay
o be Ehens,

It was hal gimple. And that fasl

Laler, wa had aur paciure f&aken with
him . . . bul I'm getling ahead of my
siody.

_we had gone 1o China {Eholegrn e
Jim Talhurst gnd ] 1o cowver the vl ol
House: Majoity Leader Hale Boags ol
Maw Cifeans  and  Mindeity  Leadar
Gievald Faord of Mechigan—and whil
ever elsn af China we could gal o, Wae
wark far WWL-TV in Kaw Orlaand and
we ware |he firsl non-network Amals
can T nawsimen i3 B8 admilled 6 this
Pappda's - Aepublic. ol Ching' 0 28
years, Hif it tcak blood, swest o
and lats ol Chieso.style palisnce e

[are we warg admibed. WS wiobs owr
farst |edier n Apaid of 159079, on 1 dey
the American ping-pong ioam anlesed
China, Our reasaning was lagical—if
ihary 161 in & whala ping-pong team, why
nil jusl fea newsmen?

Bt Al Chinese abwicusly didn'l sea
il fhat way. They st didn’t answer. 30
wia wrole again in May . . . ard in
June . . o and July - - . and August Ann
in bataean lelbers we lelephoned ihe
Aeod Chiness Embassy in Olwa and
lalkpd 1o @ nice man namad Mro Tao.
&z polligly as passible, he gaswe us the
diplomatic eguivaienl ol “Don’1 Gell us.
wee'll Gl o

in Seplember we llew off o OUE-
wa b make @& parscosl pitch. We
peezead the bullan &1 e EmDassy. &
thim Orignial waloa came  aver  insa
spoaker: UWNEL you o want?t We ex-
plalned who we were and could  we
pleass talk 1o Mr. Yaa

The speaser crackled  againg Mr,
Yoo pal here. You po away" And wa
heard on cminous clcK

I burFod sgain “Whal you wani?™”
Anather cxplanaliai.

“Br. Yeo nof here. You go o away.
Come Back neat waek” Clck!

That did it We Bumed =gain, and
again, and again. Mo answer, Themn,
[ully Iwe minuies e, the gamsa vaico,
“Whal wou want? fnd we droppad our
diplomalic accent and shilled inke good
old Third Ward Mew Cwleans basic
“Lisinn, man,' we began, In just under
a ahoul. “we just flew 1300 damn
milag 1 gl here and we're nol aeout
o ga away. Wa ok Kir, Yao yestarday
wWe WiEre coming. He knoe o we weare
caming. Mow il he's not hare, there
must be somabody el2a wa can talk 1o,

A pEluse then oaly an Orignlal
“Hinm.” And wa waded.  Finally—
cifck - . - "ou comsa to 1150 lloos,™ the
wilon said. And we did.

Wi mel there ned M Yao, bet oa
Wi Kao, second secrelarg ol e Eme-
bussy. He was most polile, and lizened
vnry decemlly 1o our pilch, Then, al lhe
end, we handed hien Gopsas ol afl the

Intless wis hiad writtan and ol him wa
had received no aneeers tooany ol
\hem. He excused KimsEall, weni awiay
far & momanl, lhen relwmned wilh an
ceplanalion. 1 would not warry,” ne
said, | a&m 10ld {hat we have nol apen-
a0 ihe Apnl mad yai”

Faca was snwed all around, We were
nol embarrassed because they had not
really ignonad our Infiers. And ey weng
nat ombarragsed becawsse they intendad
o ged 1o them eveniuglly.

Wa gontinucd 1o wrile and to call
And ming months alferwand, fully 1=
manlhs alar we lirst began wriling, we
god the word: ¥isas ware waiting lar us
g1 Ihe Embassy. Thrag days labar we
ware an our way o Ching

fnd fram Ihoe moment we  Rande
urdil w121l 10 days later, L Chingge
could nat have been nicer 1o ws, They
proseden us wilh & car and a diriver,
ard with Yu Ghung-Ching, a8 mem=
ber ol the Fress and Irdormation Qfice,
He sposs excellent English, with a
rather ald-scheal Bmigh accent, and
acied Bs owur imespreter and guide, He
ab=ay ran interersnoe for us whan we
wanbed 16 covar spmoshing nal imcluded
in Gongressiman Beggs’ seheduls. Wi
qot mest of whal we asked far, fhanks
1o M Y

We phologaphed  operalions al
Third Tomching Hesgital ol Feking Med-
ical Collegr in whith BCupENclEg wis
uzad a8 Ihe only anesibels 1T was a
starlling expariance, One 51-year-old
woman, Mrs Chap Yu Chan, had &
ihyroid mmor as big g5 8 golf badl
ransoyed Trom her thraal with only bao
acupunciure neecles an &ither gide o
har neck as aneslhesia, She lalked
with the nurseg (hrougho The oqera-
tion, Then, when il was complated, she
gal up on e lable, sieed up, ellowed
us > narview ber for live  menuies,
and walked awey 1o har roam,

And we'll always remamoer he il
10-year-old bay, Euo Pai Ching, who,
wilh only one needle siuck in his chass,
had & 1eath pulad withoud 3 whimpar—
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Then, snhen L was aver, he glood up
mnd luslily &8ng A 000 pEdising Chalrs
man Mao—tao chionises

Tha operlicn Mo the bumor, ingi-
dentally. sckuding haspitalizaticn, cost
=% The twolh axbmcban wAg on the
noiwsn. The prices are low becaugse e
Chinese hoop codts down Dodlors!
salaries. age 505 per o monih

We maved around A Gl Wa wanl
inio peopke’s lamed &5 atien as we
cauld, o see how ey lived. We sip-
ped Bes with Pan Shik Hzun in Man
churin. He's & fca inemer. membar af
sha August 121 Commune. His scamds:
250 5 monlh. He had & wile, Lhree
dawghlars And o sonoand owned his
awn hame  Appamenthy, e was Eairky
&l ofl tecause Nl bao-toom holEs
had @ radio amd & sawing maching.
And in the yard outside. D e
pigs and A llock of ducks:

Hig urban counterpart wee mel in
Canton. He was Yu Sheon Tien, @nd
nath ke and s wile worked inoarul-
ver  faciory, masing lires. They, fo-
pother willy 0w childen and & moth e
in-laey, lived in & thees-bedroam aoast-
ment oullt dor warkenz on fha onskRids
ol the city, Honb was 35 per menlh, In
tre - apastmant, i addiban 19 the usual
piciury ol Chairman Map, was & a0,
te Dioycios amel A sewinn maching—
v =ypng ol adlluencea

¥ir's il Pan Geo Dee, told s bnnt
ipgather they earn abon 580 & moalh
and only recemtly cpeanad o bank ac-
cau far their swangs. Inlemst mns o
Ille |e=s (han buo per cenl

W wisiled  ihese  people o SEr
nomas and photaqraphed  their chil-
dran in lheir schoots, We wom lold ol
Chairman Mao and his miracles, and
his thawghl, ard his plans. Bul mosily
wie talked ol everyday, ordinary hings
af the sodl and ‘waler, ol mun oe the
lack af it af children and o1 tha fitore,
which saems quite brighl. Onea thing we
nmer lked ol wes—5:E-]

iho Chinese have god 1o be the mosi
aurllgnical neaple oo aath, Men and
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wamen dress in & Kind of unisex: 8n
onen-collgned sparl shirl, Rkangsng oul-
side ol baggy blue Fousars.

Wi neser 2@w A coupls holding
lsans, Mar, coms 2 lhink al b, did
we ges many couples &l oAl Mosily,
boys walsed together, or girs, Bul
rarnly & toy and a ool “Ghinsse do nal
oy Emalian in pubiis, we wers okl
Wi, Obf Inlerpeslee, Zleo lold = [NAl
fhare wis B prastisticn in China. “All
iormer prosiibubes oee gainfully em:
phoyed.' he sadd cathar proudly,

i was married, But he lived m Pe-
kireg and hig wifo, @ teachar, lved o
Shanghai. Ha sald this presaned  na
proplems. He gal 1o Shanghai & his
work mayne onece & monfh And be-
cicles, raxt yaar them s the possibiliby
al & tramsder.

Yy wan lypical ol omost ol e
Chingae we mel—raihar shy, bul ge-
tremety polin and punclilionsky proper.
iy haee an GEact awarenags of pros
tacol and & preet sense ol Syla. Which
brings us back 1o Fremier Chau En-
l=i and the nighl of 0w mesking

Wa had beesn in Peking for thfeg days
and nothing afficially had  been 2aid
abeat the chances ke maating wilk the
Pramigr. Than on our |&s1 scheduled
gay m Paking, wa gol the rather mys
{aripus word about 3 P thkal “some-
thirig Impeetam may kEpEan fonight.”
We acked ¥u il thal “'somsaihing im-
porant” maght ba the loog-awaibed
manting willh Chou Enlni. He gimply
slsrunad his shoudens and said, “0on
krew " Wa gol aur camares and saund
grear togelher, hawesor, jusEt I CRse,

Ancd we asked Yu, S 1hiz soms-
ihing  impartant foniohd lums oul 1o
pe @ maeling with Chou En-lai, shiould
v baing our oame Bights, or will you
have lights ihara for us? Again, a
polile 0on’l krdw

Than, aboul 7:30 lhal ewsning, Bl
Dream, b LLG Siate Deparment of-
ficer accompanging the  Boggs-Ford
parky, stuck his head i the dear and
solpmnly announced: W have jusl =
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coiineed
recaned wn  inwmiaton  [rem Premiar
Chaw En-lai o 8 banguet sonight in
e Greal Hall of ke People.” Whal
fime? wa asked. “We ara o bz in-
inmmed,” he sxid. and he Tl

Wil that aur M. ¥u rose and, loak-
ing like Ihe cal hal just swallpwed e
Chimcse nightingals, said wills obwious
relish, UWell, naw | can el you ., |
thara will be lights topight.” Bul whal
Hma? we pdonded. “Dan'l know

Ja we waited. In coat amd die In
Ehedagres heat wo wailed, wikn anly
A small asciflaling lfan o sfic g |he
humid air, By 8 PM. we had alfos)
et up. Hy 10 wea were @sloep across
owr beds AL 10010 we were awakened
by ¥u, “We mus hufey,™ ko said.
UWia cam'l keep ihE Premior walling.”
Soowe moed haugh tho omply siress
of Pexing o the immansa Sreat Hall
af the Papple an Tien An Men Square,
Up Ihg wide =iops, across a massive
fayer. hen, - imoulsively, Ibrough  (hat
lonely door, &nd our daca-1n-face mopi-
ing wilh Chou Enslal, ;

Thanklully, alar wea shook hands, il
WS announced thal the congresamien
had arwved. And thora was no tme
for small falk. Chou immediataly look
up hiz posiion aulside in iha fayer
and  grentad ke cangressman, e
wives, and each moembar of the parfy
ndividually, and with greal coortesy.
Than, as if an aigeal, he ed am
gll o one and of the room, lemished
with & backdmop and risers. They ol
crawdad aroand Chou, and ssill picturas
wire tuken o record e momant 1or all,

Then dinnar began, And what a din
ner it was, There were gighl cowmes,
beginning wilh hors d'osuvres of duck,
pofk, chicken, [elllish, peanuls and
giant sea cuciember. Then came lwo
serings ol duck, skin and meaal sened
separalely; water IpHuce and sponge
gourd, duck-bone  goin wilh white
gaurd, millet porridge and fruit,

It was during the dianer ikai wa
realized thatl we-—Jdim amnd I—had not
bean included in the group piclee, We

wein log bugy llmmg the whale thing,
G0 we asked Ma Yuo Chen, Yo'z
bags, il lhere was any way we could
g=l @ peciura of 1he bvo ol = with the
Premiar, "INl see,” he gaid

A= 2000 a5 dinnar was aver, b Was
Bf Chou's side, whispenng i his ear.
Choe nodded his hoad and  walked
immeslataly o the hugs backdrap bo-
hind hig lable. Ha losked  around,
spolted. Jim and me laoking anxious
end molionad = over 1o hig gide, A
Chinesn phatagrapher matarialized from
lhe shadaws and the piclue was lakan,
Anathes imoment and Chaa En-lal was
gone, aff with Boggs and Ford 1o jalk
uillil 5 in the marming,

Our bawels i China covernd  thou-
sandis ol milps, rom Shanghal on the
China Sea_ 1o Peking. 1o kanchuriz and
the slegl-making contars of Shenyang
tharmerly Mukden) and Anshan; all ihe
wiy 1o Cantan in the south, and BiEry -
where wa went |he peaple were palita
ardl curlows. In the narth il was g
ralite curiosity—stares lrom a distance.
‘Wa were okl we wame the {irel Amar-
icars In wisll Manchuria since 1949
In Cantgn, lwewevor, wa  were  sur-
raunded by husndrads af peaple, chat-
fafing aboul the camera and fhe aha-
logragher wilh the long hair and the
mEparier with ihe red beard.

We saw and phofograshed much in
M 10 days allawed wg: The Great Wall,
the Forkédden Cily (lbe ald  limpedal
Palace], hoopilals and schoals, sieal
mills and Kindergarens, awvin planis
ard Bcrabats, Bul our most vivid men-
ariezx of China gre ol the paopla—ina
dwesome mass of peopls who make up
a guariar of the paputation of the woeld.
Takan ors &l a tima, ey am just like
you and me—Iihey wark, thay play, bay
Iowe and hawa children. They as poar,
all of thom. But they spam hagpy, And
Ihey look forward |0 tomosrow,

Wa ara glad 1o have had the oppoe-
unisy 1o meat hem. Becauss wa'te sure
we will be masting them again and
E{EIn—inmor i, 5
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